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Cancel claims 8-17, 22-25 and 27-39 without prejudice. 

REMARKS 



Claims I, 6/ 7, 18-21 and 26 have been amended to deal 
with the Examiner's objections for indef initeness under 35 U.S.C. 
112, second paragraph. Claims 8-17, 22-25 and 27-39 have been 
canceled, without prejudice. Claims 1-7, 18-21 and 26 remain in 
this application and stand for examination, Reconsideration and 
reexamination are requested in view of the foregoing amendments 
and the comments made hereinafter. 

Rejection of claims 1-7, 18~21 and 26 for indef initeness 

The Examiner rejects claims 1-7, 18-21 and 26 for 
indef initeness under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

Corrections have now been made to the claims in 
accordance with the Examiner'' s rejections. Specifically, the 
backwash water inlet of claims 1 and 26 has been defined 
separately from the plurality of panel members forming the 
underdrain. Claims 6 and 7 have been amended to provide that the 
air passageway comprises formed sides and bottom rather than the 
previously recited "hat section". Claim 18 has been amended by 
removing the term "bridges and slotted aperatures" with the term 
— aperatures-. Claims 19-21 have been amended to properly depend 
from claim 18 . 

Reconsideration is requested. 

Indication of allowable subject matter 

The Examiner' s indication of allowable subject matter 
in respect of this case is noted with appreciation. Assuming 
that today' s amendment is favourably received, these claims 
should now be allowable. 

In view of the above, it would appear that all of the 
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rejections and objections raised by the Examiner have been dealt 
with in todays response. Reconsideration and reexamination are 
requested and allowance of this application is respectfully 
solicited. 



Today' s paper is accompanied by an attachment showing 
the corrections made to the claims and entitled "VERSION WITH 
MARKINGS TO INDICATE CHANGES MADE" 



Respectfully submitted f 
SY, Qkyid et al 



By: 



John rR * Uren 
Regn. Iwo. 21,52 



Date : July 2, 2003 



John Russell Uren, P, Eng. 
Suite 202 - 1590 Bellevue Avenue 
West Vancouver, Canada V7V 1A7 

Telephone: (604) 922-2997 (West Vancouver, Canada) 
(360) 945-3411 (Washington State) 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO INDICATE CHANGES M&DE 



18. A filter underdrain assembly for controlling 
backwash water flow Jin eluding * backwash water inlet\ comprising a 
plurality of panel members forming a grid^like underdrain, each 
panel member having a plurality of apertures, the cross -sectional 
area of said apertures in said panel members varying between said 
panel members, said apertures of said panel members being located 
further away from said backwash water inlet having a lesser 
cross-sectional area relative to said cross-sectional area of 

said apertures of s aid panel members closer to said backwash 

^vA<rwXi "SuflW^ Stf^vA T wV«* -V S^wtA 



water inlet. 





6. A filter UAderdraxn assembly as in claistf 3 wherein 
said air passageway J iy £u*med general l y as a hat o cat io n , said 
hat section having perforations Yp osi tion ed below said upper 



su rface of sai d 



said air 




A filter underdrain assembly as in claim 3 wherein 



-passageway^ i o fuj-iumJ. ymmj-ully ao a hat oo.otri.on , said 
air passageway^ having perforations extending through said upper 
surface of said panel 



18. Filter underdrain apparatus a b n ol u di ng a b aokwaah 
jf a frT^r in l/fr^f nr controlling backwash water flow maldistribution 
from -eaidVfia&kwash water inlet, said filte r unde gujrain apparatus 
comprising a plurality of panel al QmcntgfflbBMLly Q adjacen 
other to form a grid lik^ unriyrirajn 
multiple punched b cid ge s^liTa^S ^^ce thereof , each 
defining a pair of water^ixilet/outletJ ^lQtfeed aporti 



each panel clamant lha37Tg] 




wherein the number andy^Errt^of said punched 
stivcly are varied from panel. 





to panel 



panelY- o l e m o nfee fu rthest away from said backwash 
1— £v*^ ^Ws^e^ 'f*^ 
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water inlet having a lesser number of ib g idg ec or smaller slotted 
apertures from iniA runnel nlrmnntn nearer to said backwash water 
inlet, said paneiwrlu»un fi y being operable to provide a 
substantially equalised w^fcer_£lQW through the underdrain 
assembly from said panel j(e£e£Mttccrr 

19. ApparatusX accot ditlt) "to claim 18 wherein said 
multiple punched br*dgas\ are sized to substantially prevent the 
passage of filter media therethrough. 



20. Apparatus according to claim 19 and further. 



comprising an attachment for attaching e 
nl nniqml-r trr adjacent p riTi r 1 Ve 1 OTiftn t ff^mvt 
members to said underdraiiif. <^fc^&/r, 




£ said panel 
ing said panel 




21. Apparatus according to claim 20 and further 
comprising a seal for forming a substantially watertight seal 
between a surface of each of said paneJ ^c lomento - a nd said 
underdrain . 



26. Filter underdrain assembly in c ludin g a baokwaoh r 
wnfan inlri- for controlling backw ash jw ater flow from e ai dr 
backwash water inlet r said underdrain assembly comprising a 
plurality of panel members forming a grid like underdrain, each 
panel member having a plurality of apertures , the number or 
cross-sectional area of said apertures varying between said panel 
members, said panel members located further away from said 
backwash water inlet having a lesser number or/™alltiir^cross- 
sectional area of said apertures relative to JsaiH paiiul members 
located closer to said backwash water inlet, said panel members 
being operable to substantially equalize water flow from each of 
said panel members of said filter underdrain assembly. 
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